Metabolic hyperglycemic emergencies with acute pancreatitis in a child with known insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus.
The combined clinical and biochemical profile of diabetic ketoacidosis, hyperglycemic hyperosmolar non-ketotic syndrome, complicated by acute pancreatitis, in an 11-year-old with established insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus, is presented. The management requires diligent correction of dehydration and hyperglycemia, while monitoring neurological status and blood chemistry. It is imperative to monitor and avoid potentially fatal complications of the combined entity, namely, cerebral edema, thromboembolism, acute respiratory distress syndrome and rhabdomyolysis. Excluding acute pancreatitis in the face of persistent abdominal pain in this setting is emphasized.